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NORTH-CHINA D 


\CASE AGAINST YOUNG BRITON 


Opening of Proceedings 


- in H. ‘M. Police Court 


After a week's adjournment due to 
the prosecution's inability to produce 
its witnesses, the case of Rex. v.° 
Warren M. Martin, twenty-one year 
old Briton, came up before Mr. I. T. 
Morris, acting Registrar, in H. M. 
Police Court yesterday, and after a 
number of witnesses for the prosecu- 
tion had been heard, was adjourned 
for a week. 

The case is a sequel to an accident 
on the Shanghai-Hangchow highway 
last year when a car which the ac- 
cused was driving killed a Chinese 
woman. Mr. John McNeill is appear- 
ing for the prosecution under instruc- 
tions from the Crown Advocate, while 
the accused is represented by Mr. II 
Lipson-Ward. 

“This prosecution,” said Mr. Mc-. 
Neill, opening the case, “concerns an 
occurrence which took place in Dcem- 
ber last year on the Shanghai- 
Hangchow highway, between Kangpu 
and Changchuan. A plan of the 
scene will be produced, which shows 
that an accident took place at or on 
a bridge which just past a_ fairlv 
right-angled bend in the road. 

“Evidence will be produced as to 
the nature of the road and the ma- 
terials with which the bridge was 
built. A number of Chinese were 


, Present, one of whom was killed 


The Sound of an Engine 


“The evidence will go to show that 
they were walking along the road 
when they heard the engine of an 
approaching car. They went to the 
south side of the bridge (the left 
side as you approach it). One of 
them, a woman, saw the car, which 
swerved to the right and then turned 
and dashed at them. The woman 
who was killed was struck in the 
stomach and crushed against the 
wooden parapet of the bridge. Evi- 
dence will also be produced as to 
the braking capacity of this particular 
car.” 

Pan Ting-ping, first departmental 
chief of the Haiyen Bureau of Public 
Safety, entered the witness-box, and 
said that 12.30 p.m. oh December 5 
last year he and his second, as a re- 
sult of a telephone call from the 
2nd Police Sub-Station, went to the 
Haiyen bus station, where he found 
Martin, Mr. Victor Stott, and their 
car. 

They drove to the scene of the ac- 
cident in the car; when he arrived 
at the bridge he saw the woman's 
body. After placing a man on guard, 
he examined the scene. On ap- 
proaching the bridge from the east. a 
sharp curve was encountered. This 
was sign-posted by a board placed 90 
metres from the curve. The weather 
that day was fine, and the road was 
dry. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lipson- 
Ward:—Accident took place on 
December 5, 1933, summons was is- 
sued on March 23, 1934. He could 
rot explain the delay. He denied 
that when he met the accused and 
Stott that they said they had come 
to report the accident to the police. 
or that they mentioned a little child 
as having run across in front of the 
car—they did mention that she had | 
been injured, however. ! 
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Against Warren Martin 


Car Detained 


In response to further questions, 
he said that after examining the scene, 
he returned to Haiyen with Martin 
and Stott, the husband of the dead 
woman following later. They took the 
gicl with them to a hospital, where 
she was treated. 

The two young men gave him their 
names and addresses, and on arrival 
at the police-station, their passports 
vecre examined. The Passports 
showed them to be British. 

Mr. Lipson-Ward:—Didn't you tell 
them they could not leave the police- 
strtion?—We had to detain their car 
as we had orders to do so in cases 
of accidents. They could leave. 

De you tell the magistrate that you 
did not tell them to remain in the 
station? 

Mr. McNeill:—I don't see where this 
is leading to. 


Mr. Lipson-Ward:—You will, if you , 


Watt, 

Mr. McNeill.--I hope it is relevan*. 

Mr. Lipson-Ward:—I don't ask irre- 
levant questions. 

The witness here denied that they 
were not allowed to leave. They 
were told they could write if they 
wanted to, but they could not phone, 
as there were no through-wires. There 
never was any suggestion that they 
were not free to leave. 


Request for Compensation 


At 3 o'clock the next afternoon, 
went on the witness in reply to ques- 
tions, the dead woman’s husband came 
and asked for $1,000 for compensa- 
tion. 

Didn't you and the other police 
tell these gentlemen that they could co 
when they paid up?—We did not say 
they could not leave, they could go 
when the matter was completed. 

“A distinction without a difference" 
Commented Mr. Lipson-Ward. 


Three days after the accident, Mr. 


Martin, senior, Mr. R. Cooke, and a 
Mr. Y; from the Shanghai Bureau 
of Public Safety arrived, and they 
all went to the magistrate’s office in 
Haiyen. The deceased's husband was 
also present. He recollected telling 
them throughout that there was no 
charge against them, and that the 
matter would be satisfactorily closed 
on payme... to deceased’s husband ot 
$650. He identified a receipt signed 
at this transaction. 

They all then left, but returned 
two or three days later. when he 
entertained them to tiffin in the 
police-station. He never suggested 
to them that they had committed a 
criminal offence. 


The Accident Described 


The next witness, Chu Wu-sze, said 
she was from the village of Sheng- 
weili, She was one of the party 
and saw the accident. They were 
all returning home at the time, after 
buying a quantity of potatoes at the 
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ay wen fo na iae. 
She described how it swerved to the 
right, and then towards them, hitting 
Wong Ong-sze, the deceased, and her 
daughter. It then immediately re- 
turned to the east, where it was 
coming from. 

Cross-examined, she denied hearing 
a horn biow or that the young gir 
ran across in front of the car. They 
were all leaning on the wooden 
parapet of the bridge as the car ap- 
proached. 

Other witnesses called were Pan 
Tse-sah, who gave his profession as 
an “examiner of dead bodies in the 
district of Chekiang Province,” and 
who described the injuries received 
by the deceased, and other members 
of the party, including Wong Yu-pao, 
of whom gave corroborative evidence. 


Little Yu-pao, fifteen years old, 
looked rather scared as she entered 
the witness-box, and could not gather 
the meaning of the oath. She pro- 
mised, however, to tell the truth. She 
corroborated Chu Wu-sze's_ story, 
and said she had been struck on the 
front of her right knee. 


Concern over Potatoes 


Two witness of the same name, Tsu 
Lee-sze, both women, were called, 
and gave similar evidence. The 
second of the two, however, said in 
cross-examination that she did not 
notice the car return, or see any 
police. The whole party left soon 
after, leaving Yu-pav crying beside 
her dead mother’s body. No one 
looked after her. 

“So what it comes to,” said Mr. 
Lipson-Ward,” is that you left the 
gir) and the dead woman, and went 
off with your potatoes?” 

Through the interpreter, witness 
said that they were in a hurry to 
go home. 

After the first witness had been re- 
called to give evidence as to why 
one of the party of witnesses could , 
not be calied—he had not been located 
—the acting Registrar adjourned the 
case to 10 a.m. on Tuesday, April 24. 
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MANSLAUGHTER CASE 
BEFORE COURT 


Sequel To An Accident On 
Hangchow Highway; 
Briton Charged 


A sequel to the motor car acci- 
dent which occurred on the Hang- 
chow Highway, on December 5 
last year, was heard in the Bri- 
tish Police Court yesterday when 

y Martin, youn Briton, 
was charged efore Acting Regis- 
trar J. fT. Morris with having 
unlawfully killed one, Wong Ong- 
sze, a Chinese woman. the de- 
fendant was represented by Mr. IT 
Lipson Ward, Mr, John MeNeili 
conducted the prosecution. 

Mr. McNei!l) applied for an ad- 
journment of the hearing for two 
weeks on the pround = that his 
witnesses were not present in 
court. 

This was strenuously opposed 
by Mr. Ward, who pointed out the 
gravity of the charve against the 
defendani. fle stuted that the 
summons had been applied for and 
served on March 23 and the pro- 
secution had had ample time in 
which to have their witnesses 
ready. 

The Court adjourned the hear- 
ing antil April 17. 

Tt will be recalled that on April 
5, two young Britons, Warren 
Martin and Victor G. Stott, while 
motoring on the Hangchow High- 
way, were involved in a motor ac- 
cident in which a Chinese woman 
was knocked down. and injured. 
The two foreigners were immedia- 
tely seized by Chinese police in 
the vicinity and detained at the 
police station at Haiyen. They 
managed to have a message con- 
veyed to their parents in Shang- 
hai and, accompanied by a police 
officer from the Shanghai Muni- 
cipal Police, a party proceeded to 
Haiyen, It is understood that the 
matter was thn satisfactorily 
settled by the payment of com- 
pensation to the injured woman, 
and the two foreigners were re- 
leased and returned to Shanghai. 

The injured woman subsequent- 
ly died, with the result that a 
charge of unlawful killing has 
been brought egainst Warren 
Martin, who is alleged tu have 
been driving the cur at the time 
of the accident. 
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British Motorists Return 
To Shanghai Home 
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H.B.M. Consular Authorities To Send To Nanking 
Message Of Appreciation Of Treatment Of 
¢ Young Men By Haiyen Officials 
Released after private negotia- } Anxious Moments 
tion, Waryen— Martin (20) and Then occurred what was appar- 
Vitor G. toby (28), the two Bri- lently the only ugly incider.t in the 
tons who had been detained at Hai- | whole affair. Within ai few 
yen (Chekiang)—-more for their!minutes a crowd of some hun- 
own protection than anything else |dreds of angry farmers and villag- 
--since Tuesday following an ac- fers had ygethered threateningly | 
cident in which a Chinese woman |around the car and the motorists 
and child were injured by their |had some anxious moments before 
car, returned to Shanghai early |the local pctice intervened, and 
yesterday morning, acne the worse |gave them protection. 
, for their experience. They stated] Owing to the temper of the 
; that they were extremely well crowd, which was in no muod to be 
‘treated by the Haiyen authorities yaainsaid, it is understood, the 
und that their detention was dus} magistrate of Haiyer. impounded 
rolely to the attitude of the vil- {the car and placed the two travell- 
lagers and farmers. ers under detention. They were 
The British Consulate-General is} not locked up in a cell but were 
‘conveying to the Nanking Govern-| kept at the police statica, which 
ment its appreciation of the treat-|is a guite substantial building. _ 
ment these two young men receiv- Both the magistrate and his 
ed from the Haiyen officials. wife, Martin and Stott — said. 
Martin and Stott, employed res- J t'ated them with the greatest 
pectively by Mutual Advertisers § CoUsideration. The wife procured 
and tke Burroughs-Welleame Com- from somewhere a foreign bed for 
pany, left Shanghai by motor carg thom and by the morning had by 
last Tuesday morning for Hani. §SCR* unknown means obtained for 
chow, to spend about ai week them Shanghai-made bread and 
holiday-making in that locality. § foreign butter, together with other 
The first intimation that anything foreigr: food. They were able 
untoward had occurred came ong also to post the express letter that 
Wednesday evening, when Mr. brought Mr. Martin tc the scene. 
F. E. Martin. cf G10 Rue Lafay- Throughout the practically 
cette and Dodwell and Company. three days of their stay, the 
metal 4 Ss “ young men stste, the magistrate 
Ltd., received a lettes; cn a scrap a hi ife di 1 
of paper from Stott, deseribingy, 2” is wife did all that could 
bs S : be done for their comfort, treat- 
what had happened and = askirg§) = 
‘that some money should bef] mE, them more as guests than 
Lrought down. 3 anything else, and the parting ©. 
‘ Paying Expense: Thursday night Jeft friendliness 
| After informing the British on all sices I Acti 
Conslate-Geners! of the incident, On thei anneal the son 
|Mr. Martin set out from Shang-Hloq to the British Cot ENG IDCnGEe. 
hai by car on Thursday mornin had ke does i he ate what 
with -a companion and an_ officer auth rag it e Consular 
ef the Public Safety Bureau, horities took immediat~ steps 
Arriving at Haiyen in the after. EEL ORDE CRE LO the Nanking Govern- 
noon, Mr. Martin negotiated with’! ere t ea. oP Pres anon of the 
cfficials there, and on his agreeing bbs oe the Tei ne ene we Young, 
to pay a small sum that is under- The: cxporletce, et th ae f 
stood to represent the expenses/ Britons shows that while motccinte 
incurred by the woman and child | who are, through Sault MOL 
as a result of the mishap the vil-/fcrtune, involved in: oe ‘shes 
lagers were satisfied and the two|while travelling on Chinese hich. 
vounge men released. That night, ways may be nen ‘= indee -_ 
the party set out in the two cars}from villagers, the Nedit” secuive ° _ e See. C. i 
‘for Stanghai, arriving here about]] most considcrate cente en georn 
2.30 am. yesterday. Chinese officials me Ste 
From the account of their ex > AwLdam Vo 


periences given by Martin and 
Stott it appears that they made 
rood time from Shanghai towards 
|Hangchow on Tuesday. They had 
tiffin on the road and had reached 
Ilaiyen, which is on the highway 
not far past Chapoo, about 2 p.m. 
As they approached a bridge on 
the outskirts of that town they, 
saw seated on one side of it abou 
half a dozen woman. On the other 
‘Iwas a little girl. 

As the travellers approached 
they sounded the horn. One o 
the women, apparer:tly the mothe 
of the child, at once called to ie] 
and the child rose and started 
walk acress the bridge right in} 
front of the car. e driver: 
jambed om the brakes and the car, 
skidding in the ,eravel, 


came out of edntrol. It struck on 

of- the women, luring her abou 
' body, and slight cuts 
_jon'ghe child. = - . 
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Two Britons 
Detained In 
N. Chekiang 


Shanghai Motorists Are 
Held In Gaol When 
Car Hits Woman 


CHINESE DEMAND FOR 
COMPENSATION 


Action By ‘H.B.M. Consulate ; 


Incident Not First Of 
Kind On Highways 


A letter on a scrap of Naturally this news came as a 
mest unpleasant shock to Martin’s 
|Parents, Realizing, however that 
the martial law declared in Chinese 
territory owing to the Fukien 
revolt made night travel outside 
the Settlement inadvisable, they 
made no move until yesterday 
morning, when the matter was re- 
vorted at the Britiszh Consulate- 
General. 

hile appropriate measures 
were taken by Consular officials, 
Mr. Martin, who is manager of 
the machinery department of 

well and Company, Ltd., left 
Shanghai about 11 a.m. yesterday 
car with a companion for 
Haiyen. He took with him $300 


Shanghai that two young 
Britons from this eo 
Warren Martin (20 an 
Victor G. Stott (23)—are 
being detained by Chinese 
cea at Haiyen, 29 miles 


from Hangchow, on the high- 
way to Shanghai, pend: ng 
payment of compensation by 


them for jniuries received b: 
Meeeked_down_by their car 


artin’s father left Shang- , 
hai for Haiyen yesterday to /) 
try to free the ek aes the rele t youn n. 
appropriate action ia ng || if Tt eat Successful, he wi d 4 K a 

iti gain to the British Con- t s 
taken by the__ British Con- sulate in Shanghai, which will / % 
sulate-General. then, it ix understood, take further ae 

action. © 
and Mee eee os ot Tate last night, Mr. Martin haa | = 
y who is employed by | | neither returned to Shanghai nor = 
Mutual Advertisers, and his com- communicated with his home. In 
panion Stott, who works with Bur-|! view of the martial law restric- 
roughs-Wellcome Company, left tions, it is possible that whether 
Shanghai at 10 a.m. last Tuesday nis pages Halves, See aaaeeee 
. . ca u or not, ec wou continue oO 
in & Singer spore car for Heng- Hangchow to stay the night there. 
day-making in that locality. When ne is exhected back in Shanghai 
passing through Haiyen, their car}{this morning. 
struck and injured @ Chinese a Although naturally very upset, 
; loca’ 


. Martin last night did not be- 
lieve the youths to be in serious 


/ 
Where ioe 
She stated that the Bureau. af kiiu o 
Public Safety sert a telegram 

yesterday morning to aiyen 

ordering the “immediate release of 

the two Britishers.” i e 

This incident is by no me: , 
kind 


t. 
and | and was saved from extreme. i = ‘ 3 
with “Vor. | 7 convenience herself, it is repo! F 
big a ‘ a th only, id the assistance ‘of other 
P yen magiatrate.was favc.ir- motorists. 4 
inclined ‘towards and mie ; 
: x asned tomes igit trented. a 
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